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Debating Ideas and Tips
What is a debate?

A debate involves discussion of the pros and cons of an issue.
Debating successfully is all about using argument and persuasion
to convince other people that your views are right.

A Debating Competition

The purpose of the competition is to give competitors the opportunity to
demonstrate and develop fundamental skills in public speaking.
The competition involves research, presentation skills, listening and
thinking skills. It also contributes to Citizenship Education as it helps give
pupils the knowledge, skills and understanding to play an effective role in
society. (Pupils learn about the institutions, issues, problems and practices
of our democracy and how citizens make themselves effective in public life)

Teaching and Learning Objectives
Skills

-to be able to research, discuss and present
information to others
- to know and demonstrate debating skills

Attitudes

- to reflect on what they have learnt and consider its
application to their own lives

Concepts

- to understand how debating is used to influence the
whole community

Knowledge

- the impact of debating skills and effect it has on
forming opinions
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Content of your speech
What is said
You are given several weeks to prepare for the debate. Use this time to
research the subject so that you have facts to back up your views.
Newspapers, magazines, reference books and websites are all likely to
contain valuable information and relevant examples. Remember, however,
that a speech which lists only facts will not receive much credit from the
judges. It should be evident from a good speech that the speaker has
carefully considered the topic. The speaker should demonstrate an
understanding of the issues involved in the case and an ability to construct
a logical argument. Carefully selected and relevant evidence is important.
You may find it helpful, when you start preparing for the debate, to list as
many arguments as you can in support of your side of the motion. You
should then think carefully about which are the strongest of these arguments.
Arguments should be organised so that the speech is easy to follow.
You should briefly outline what you intend to say at the start of the
speech and briefly summarise it at the end.
The points in the speech should follow one another in a logical
order. Although you will probably want to cover as many areas as
possible, remember that it is much more persuasive to use a small
number of strong arguments, and explain them fully, than to use a
large number of weak arguments.
Reasons should be given for views expressed in the speech.
The speech should hold the audience’s attention.
The speech should not be longer than the allotted time-slot.
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Speech Framework
This is the outline which you will use as the basis of your presentation.
It contains :
An introduction - which seizes the attention of your audience, and tells
them what the point of your speech is
Some main points - which are the pieces of evidence or the sub-topics
which you are going to use to support your case
A Conclusion - which ties the speech together for your audience and
reminds them of what it is you wanted to achieve by speaking to them.
The framework will allow you to give your speech without writing it out
word for word.
Introduction
People make a decision about whether or not they want to listen to you,
whether or not they like you, and whether or not you have
anything interesting to say within the first 30 to 40 seconds of hearing you
speak. You should therefore invest time and energy into making sure that
your introduction is flawless.
Your introduction should start with words of introduction to your audience.
Show the importance of the speech, how many thousands of lives it affects,
how much money is involved, how health and safety are affected.
You may like to start your introduction with a story, or a real life experience.
Conclusion
Conclusions are the last chance you will have to get across your main idea.
You might choose to end with a quotation. You may refer back to your
introduction.
Introductions and conclusions are some of the most difficult parts of your
speech. Be sure to rehearse your introduction and conclusion so .that they
are almost or completely memorised. That way they will be the most
effective, your delivery will not stumble, and you will be able to maintain
eye-contact with your audience.
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Style
How it is said
Style covers the way in which arguments are delivered. This includes the
words chosen to express ideas, the voice they are delivered in and the
use of humour to engage the audience.
There are 5 main points to consider:
Audibility: The speaker should express themselves clearly. To be audible,
a speaker must not only speak loud enough to be heard at the back of the
room, but should also speak at an appropriate speed, and pronounce their
words clearly.
Variety of voice: A speaker who varies tone, uses pauses, changes
emphasis according to what he or she is saying and maintains eye contact
with the audience is much more likely to inspire the audience to pay
attention to her or him.
Appropriate use of humour: Does the speaker use dramatic, exciting or
funny lines to make the speech more interesting and likeable? Is the humour
appropriate and relevant to the topic?
Word choice: Does the speaker sound like they know what they are talking
about? Is the speaker choosing ways to describe things that make it easier
for her or him to persuade the audience?
Use of prompts: The speaker should try not to rely on notes too much.
They should not read from a script or give the impression of reciting a
memorised piece. The use of prompt cards is entirely appropriate, but
speakers should not be over-dependent on them.
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Style and Delivery Checklist
Good delivery is absolutely vital. If your audience can only see you swaying
whilst you talk, or do not think you are looking at them, they will be unable
to hear the message you are trying to tell them.
The following checklist should help you improve your delivery:
Arrive early -If you can, arrive early for your competition and stand at the
front of the room and get friends to stand where the judges will be to tell
you whether they can hear you or not.
Notes - You will find it much easier to project your voice and sound
persuasive if you use brief notes, rather than having your entire speech
written out in full in front of you.
Speed of delivery - Are you speaking too quickly? When you are speaking,
a good thing to ask yourself is ‘Am I speaking too slowly?’ If the answer
is ‘Yes’, then you are probably speaking at the right speed.
Pauses - Do you use pauses to add impact to your speech, or do you
simply race through it?
Language - Is your language appropriate? Avoid slang terms that may not
be understood by your audience.
Pronunciation - Do you find any words in your speech difficult to pronounce?
If so, ask a friend or teacher for help.
Voice - Do you vary your voice? Does the pitch of your voice rise during
questions? Does the volume of your voice decrease when you are
describing a quiet moment?
Humour - A speech which has strong arguments and is funny will normally
be more persuasive than a speech which only has strong arguments.
Humour should be relevant and appropriate to the subject.
Gestures - Do you use gestures effectively?
Appearance - Are you appropriately dressed?
Movement - Do you move around too much when you speak?
Eye-contact - Do you maintain eye-contact? Look at different individuals
in the audience while you are speaking.
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Good Questioning
All children present at the debate are given the opportunity to ask questions.
The main point to make is that these should be questions, not statements.
A good questioner has listened carefully to the speech and is able to pick
out the main points of what the speaker is saying.
It would be a good idea to practise taking notes while speakers are
delivering a presentation. Compare what you got out of the presentation
with someone else, e.g. a teacher. See where you differed and discuss why
you differed.
Think about how to start your question
you may need clarification of what has been said
(‘Could you explain in more detail what you meant by……..’)
you may need to ask the speaker for more evidence to support a
claim they have made (‘Is there any other evidence to show ….?)
you may suggest an area for discussion that has not been covered
(‘Would you agree that…..? What are your views on ……?)
A good questioner should raise issues, circulate ideas and point out areas
in which a speaker could develop their ideas further.
It is not the purpose of the questioner to embarrass the speaker, or to
highlight mistakes.
Politeness is the key to good questioning!
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Levels of Achievement
Very strong speaker
Strong arguments, intelligent answers to questions.
Engages well with the audience and is not tied to notes.

Very good speaker
Good arguments and a reasonable attempt to answer
questions. Engages reasonably well with the audience.

An above average speaker
Some good points, but obvious flaws in the argument.
Attempts to answer questions. Can be understood clearly.

A below average speaker
Too tied to notes to be a proper debating speech.
Limited eye-contact. Limited attempt to answer questions.

Very poor speaker
Little attempt to debate and answer questions.
Unclear arguments. Major timing problems.
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Walking must be encouraged!
When thinking of arguments For and Against the motion, try to think of
what other people may think
e.g. The car retailer, the petrol station owner, the cycle shop manager,
the traffic warden, the parents, the pupils, the teachers, the local residents,
the litter collectors, the parents with small children in pushchairs, the sports
centre staff, the doctors and nurses etc

FOR
Increased exercise - tackling obesity
Feel good effect of walking
Can see more of your environment
Saves money
Etc, etc, etc, etc, etc

AGAINST
Distances / time involved - impractical
Heavy things to carry
Danger from cars / pollution
Lack of safe, suitable footpaths
Etc, etc, etc, etc, etc

